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| From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
Auguft 31. 


S i was this Day in my Li- 

brary turning over fome 

pieces of torn Papers, I 

lighted on a Parcel of little 

flips of Written Parchments pinn’d 
= together, which I read, and found 
in them feveral excellent Sayings of 
f great Men. I fuppofe they were 
Colle&tions taken out of Ancient Au- 
thors. Among the reft were fome 
Paflages which I fhall infert, and add 
© tothem what is needful to make 
thofe Lines a compleat Difcourfe 
upon one Subject. Man are of O- 
pinion that the impious Writings of 
the Poets in Verfe,are of worfe Con- 
fequence than thofe of other Authors 
in Profe, which (as I takeit) isa 
great Abfurdity, as may be inftanced 
in feveral Cafes. It is not fo heinous 





a Crime to broach loofe Maxims of 
Morality in Verfe, as to propofé 
them in Profe. And we ought to 
abate much of the Weight of our 
Cenfures,when'tis a Poet that {peaks ; 
a Man who fhould maintain dogma- 
tically Heretical Propofitions, would 
be a thoufand times more criminal, 
than if he fhould convey them into a 
Piece of Poetry. There is many a 
Poem, whercin the Author advances 
a thoufand things which he does not 
believe ; and which he would never 
reduce into a formal Difputation ; 
and would not even fay in Verfe, if 
he thought his Readers would look 
upon them not as witty Conccits, 
but asTenets and Articles of Faith. He 
takes more Pains, I confefs, in turn- 
ing and polifhing them, than if he 
wrote them in Profe; his Mind is 
therefore more intent upon them, he 
meditates more deeply upon the 
Matter: But yet, after all, this is 

not 











not always the true Pilure of what 
paffes in his Heart: He does not 
pretend to give either his Confeffion 
of Faith, or a Model of Belief, to 
thofe that read him; and it muft be 
acknowledged , that Men are not 
fuch Fools as to let themfelves be fo 
eafily perfwaded of an Herefy deli- 
ver'd [ a Poet,as of an Herefy pro- 
chinalfte a Pulpit, or in a dogma- 
tical Writing. ‘Therefore 1 do not 
adopt Father Garajje’s Reafons ; tho’ 
I agree with him in the main Part, 
and Bottom of his Hy pothefis,that an 
ill Maxim, either againft found Mo- 
rals, or again{t f{peculative Truths, 
is very criminal ;in what fort of Po- 
etry foever it be propofed. i own 
alfo, that the Licentioufnefs of a 
Poet in fetting forth feveral Thoughts 
againft Morality and Religion, - 
produce ill Effects; and I likewife 
acknowledge, that the Beauties and 
Charms of Poetry fometimes render 
a Poifon more pernicious than it 
would be in Profé. One cannot too 
much lament the Mikhiefs which 
the Poetical Impietics of Homer and 
his Imitators introduc’d among the 
Heathens. Men of Senfe and Pene- 
tration were fenfible of it, and lordly 
complain’d of the Offence: They 
murmur’d with Reafon againft the 
Poets afcribing to the Gods the fame 
Crimes which are committed upon 
Earth.The Dramatick Pieces,where- 
in the. Gods were fo bafely reprefen- 
ted, excited a thoufa irregular 
Paflions, Cicero did not ftick to own 
it, and St. Auguftine made ufe of his 
Teftimony. Cicero complains in one 


ofhis Books, that the reading of 
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Poets faftens the Heart,and weakens 
all che Nerves of Vertue; prefently 
he obferves as a great Abufe the Cu- 
ftom People had of caufing fach Au- 
thors to be learn’d by Heart by the 
Roman Youth. Plutarch was of ano- 
ther Opinion ; he thought that the 
reading of Poets might be very ufe- 
ful; but he is forc’d to own, that 
tis only becaufe they contradict 
themfelyes. ‘Their Tenets (fys he) 
are fometimes good, and {ometimes 


bad ; fometimes impious, and fome- § 


times pious; that is, the Reafon why 
their Authority is doubtful, and has 
not weight enough to do harm ; and 
tis our Duty to pick out what they 
advance for the good Caufz. That 
Expedient of Plutarch is nota very 
pr’ * Remedy ; for the Deprava- 
tion of our Nature prompts us rather 
tochufe what the Poets advance in 


favour of Vice, than to pick out & 


what they fay in Praife of Vertue: 
Befides, their Contradictions lead us 


to believe, that their graveft Max. # 


ims arc onlySrarts of Fancy,of which 
they themfelves are not perfwaded. 
We imagine that they deliver’d them 
only becaufe they found them fuf- 


ceptible of all the Beauties and Ma. § 


jelty of Poetry. And indeed there 
are Poets, who having no Devotion 
or Belief of a Deity, have neverthe- 


lefs made magnificent and adinirable § 


Verfes in the moft fublime Truths 
of facred Revelation. They chufe 
that Subject becaufe it gave them an 
Opportunity to difplay the fineft 
Phrafes and the moft fhining Figures 
of their Art.Another time they would 
venture upon a Subject quite oppo” 
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fite, provided it fhould favour the 
Enthufiafms of their Fancy ; that is, 

rovided it furnifhes them with fuch 

Jeas, as they fhould think them- 
felves capable to exprefs well. Now 
what Weight can have the found 
Doétrine which we find in Authors 
whom we believe to be of that Tem. 


yer ? 
. Thefe Lines are fome part of 
what was written in the Rips of 
Parchment. Thofe few Collections 
1 found penn’d down among the 

ieces of torn Papers, fhall be in- 
Ferted hereafter: And at this Inftane 
we are talking of the Poets, it may 
not be amifs to turn to the Play- 
houfe, and in fhorr, refle&t, whether 
the Blafphemies uuer'd on theBrit fh 
Stage are not as criminal as thofé 
publith’d by other Perfons in private 
Converfation. Here it may be faid 
by fome,that the Noife which comes 
out ofa Cannon or a Muskct has a 
Sound, than that which 
iffues forth from a Man’s Voice ; and 
that the Words which are utter’d in 
a Theater by the Comedians are 
longer remember’d than thofé which 
are {poke in a private Room mixt 
with other Difcourfes. I allow the 
Rule is found at the bottom: How- 
ever, I think the fame Arguments 
may be of Force to excufe the Play- 
ers, which are here affigned in fs. 
vour of the Pocts: And purely for 
this Reafon, no wife Man has any 
regard to whatthey fay, but looks 
upon them as Perfons who have a- 
bandoned all Pretence either to Mo- 
rality or Divine Precepts. 
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The following Epiftle came from 
Spring-Garden, 


SIR, 


I Am an old Batchelor who have 
for above thefe Thirty Years 
had fuch an ill Opinion of Wo- 
men, that all Importunities of my 
Friends could never prevail upon 
me to marry. This Diflike did 
not arife from any natural Blemifh 
I covld fee intheir Sex,but a Fancy 
that they were not endow’d with 
fo much Virtue as to make them 
beautiful in my fight. Thefe m 
Refentments I retain’d with muc 
Heat till I came to confider more 
delibérately upon the Matter ; and 
had an occafton, a few ‘Days ago, 
to vifit a Gentleman of my Ac- 
*quaintance. Coming to the Houfe, 
l ask’'d the Footman whether his 
Matter were within ? Within! Sir! 
(frid he) he has been dead and bu- 
ried thefe three Months; but m 
Lady is at home. This is the fir 
Day fhe hath feen any Compan 
fince his Funeral. I being not e 
together a Stranger to her, went in 
to condole her Lofs, and faw her 
fit in mournful State. This Sight 
furpriz’d me for fome time; but re- 
covering my felfe, Madam (faid I} 
I find that Grief forthe Lofs of 
your Spoufe has opprefs’d yout 
Soul, and caus’d it to retire within 
its Clofét of Secrecy. Upon this, 
the Lady fpoke, and her Voice 
ftruck my Ear like the charming 
* Nores of Mulick dying in a diftant 
* Sound; and the more fhe talk’d,the 
* more 
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more I gaz'd and admir’d; as think- 
ing I fiw fo many extraordinary 
Vertues fhining in her, that in an 
Inftant it darted into my Breafta 
Loveto any thing that bore the 
Name of a Woman. Burt alas! 
I muft cell the World, ’tis my hard 
Fortune that lam now too old to 
marry, and nouft therefore lofe the 
Enjoyment of that. happy Strate. 
However, pray Sir, let me entreat 
you to publifh this Epiftle for me 
in your next Paper; perhaps it 
may make other Batchelors, who 
are fomewhat younger than my 
felf, think of being yok'd to a con- 
ftant Fair Quabefore they lofe the 
Vigour of Manhood, and are 
chang'd to a Childifh Feeblenefi. 
* I remain, 
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Tours, Be. 





St. FJames’s Square, September 1. 


That take upon me to treat of all 

Subjects, think it incumbent on 
me when I hear of any Fact that is 
notorious, to publifh it under the 
Title of my Decree or Edi& ; and 
whereas it is attefted to me by credi- 
ble Witnefles, that a certain Lady, 


who was obliged upon fome emer- 
gent Occafions to leave her native 
Country, and pafs the Seas into a 
ftrange Land; ordered her three Fa- 
vourites (which fhe was denied to 
carry with her) the Parrot,the Squir- 
reland the Lap-Dog, to be barba- 
roufly murdered, to prevent their 
falling into the Hands of a Perfon of 


Honour,whofe Happinefs fhe envied, 
tho’ aconfiderable Sum of Money 
was offered for them, they being all 
beautiful Creatures in their kind. 
The Report of cruel and fudden a 
Maffacre raifed the Hatred of all the 
Neighbourhood againft the Tyrant, 
and that in fo exceilive a manner, 
that the is forced to keep herfelf con- 
ceal’d, left any in their high Refent- 
ment fhould do Violence to her Per- 
fon. Now I do by this Edi& offer a 
Reward of Ten Crowns to any Per- 
fon or Perfons whatfoever, who hhall 
fend an Account to me of the Day 
when this Slayer of Animals is to im- 
bark, foas I may depute my Servant 
to watch the Moment of her Depar- 
ly and deliver this my Letter to 
ner. 


MADAM, 
. J have ever thought it the greateft 
‘ * Diminution imaginable to the 
* Glory of Women,that any of your 
* Sex fhould in cool and fedate 
* ‘Thoughts lay violent Hands on 
* Animals which are of no other Ufe 
* to Mankind but Diverfion, when 
* no Provocation is given, as in your 
* Cafe, I ind there was not. There- 
* fore 1 do by my Authority debar 
* you from the Privilege of humane 
* Converfation during your whole 
€ Voyage. 
lam, Madam, &ec, 


Heifter Ryley. 





